
2014 Duel Shiraz/Cabernet Sauvignon
N A P A  V A L L E Y

THE DUELING LION AND BULL

A symbol of harmony and seasonal transition during the Persian    
New Year, NowRuz, the representation of two powerful and  
opposing forces as they embrace as one on the vernal equinox           
each spring. Nature’s grace and brute are in accord with one      
another, an apt metaphor for the duality expressed here between              
Cabernet Sauvignon and Shiraz.

DUEL DISTINCTION

Grown from two distinct blocks on the Darioush estate in                  
Napa Valley and the Oak Knoll AVA, Duel is the idyllic marriage           
of two distinguished varietals: Cabernet Sauvignon and Shiraz.         
This unique blend combines the deeply satisfying fruit and earthy 
minerality of Cabernet Sauvignon with the exotic spice and fresh 
berry fruits inherent to Darioush Shiraz. 

TASTING NOTES

A beguiling and dynamic wine, 2014 Duel opens with floral and spice 
aromatics reminiscent of violets, dried herbs de Provence and steeped 
chai tea. This profile persists on the palate, where Shiraz lends a tangle 
of saturated, sweet plum, tart boysenberry and savory blackberry jam.  
A smoky, subtle incense of cinnamon and cigar box adds complexity 
and intrigue. The wine is sumptuous with a structured frame from 
Cabernet Sauvignon— yet the fruit and tannins are rich and smooth, 
making this wine a charmer in its youth but with integrity enough to 
lay down for several more years.

PRICE

$55 / bottle, 750ml
$660 / 12-bottle case

COMPOSITION

65% Shiraz
35% Cabernet Sauvignon

APPELLATION

Darioush Estate Vineyards 
Napa Valley 
Oak Knoll

WINEMAKER

Steve Devitt
AVAILABILITY

2,050 cases


